MEMORIALS OF A MAN OF LETTERS.        309

effect of a rather similar sort. They are in*
some cases tempted away from serious discus-
sion of the matter, into frivolous curiosity and
gossip about the man. All this criticism of
the principle of which the Fortnightly Review
was the earliest English adherent, will not be
taken as the result in the present writer of
Chamfort's maladie des d6sabu$6s', that would be
both extremely ungrateful and without excuse
or reason. It is merely a fragment of disin-
terested contribution to the study of a remark-
able change that is passing over a not unim-
portant department of literature. One gain
alone counterbalances all the drawbacks, and
that is a gain that could hardly have been
foreseen or expected; I mean the freedom with
which the great controversies of religion and
theology have been discussed in the new Re-
views. The removal of the mask has led to
an outburst of plain speaking on these subjects,
which to Mr. Napier's generation would have
seemed simply incredible. The frank avowal
of unpopular beliefs or non-beliefs has raised
the whole level of the discussion, and perhaps
has been even more advantageous to the ortho